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-In a later age, the Vallabhis were subjugated
by the Rajputs who annexed Malva. King
Bhoja, a contemporary of William the
Conqueror, tried to revive the literary glory
of Ujain. Dhara, on the north-western slopes
of the Vindhyas, became the new capital of
Central India.

XIV
PURANAS AND TANTRAS

THE Scriptures of modern Hinduism are the
Pur&nas which were first committed to writing
about the sixth century of our era. The
Hindus have always been lovers of stories
about the gods. The ancient myths were
handed down from father to son, and poets
largely added to the stock from the stores
of their own imagination. Antiquaries and
divines took great pains to preserve this ocean
of folklore. They set to work very much in
the same fashion as Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm. The two brothers went about the
country, and collected ancient legends among
the German peasantry. Many an aged
grandam was asked to repeat over the
spinning-wheel some of the elf- and fairy-